Men’s Bible Study
Feb. 16, 2012
John’s House- 6:00 PM

“Are Ye Able?”

On Sunday evenings, my family and I would always attend church services in
our hometown of Cherokee, Oklahoma, where a small crowd of thirty or forty
people would gather to select old hymns to sing before the sermon. At age 5, I will
always remember my Dad saying, “Now, John, don’t raise your hand to request
#267. Let other choose.” Then when some elderly folks saw my hand not raised,
they would request that hymn. Dad would give me the “eye®, the preacher would
laugh, and the old hymn would be sung as if a huge choir presented it.

Last week, some 67 years later, I was asking the Lord to guide and direct me
in selecting our February Men’s Bible Study topic. I began writing on the
wonderful passage in Luke 1:19 where the angel, Gabriel, met Zacharias.

“I am Gabriel, that stands in the presence of God: and
am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.”

Wow! What a tremendous message God sent Gabriel to bring to Zacharias
but also an example of our purpose in life and perhaps a model for witnessing.

Then I remembered that old hymn, “Are Ye Able?”, and began to wonder
what gives us the ability to serve our Lord and Savior. What does scripture reveal
to us regarding the question?

Being Able

1. Commitment to God

2. Study of His Word

3. Prayer

4. To stand in His Presence

5. Publicly present our faith in action

6. Bring good news to those who are lost

7. Development of a close-personal relationship with God
8. Others?



“ARE YE ABLE?”

Are ye able said the Master,
To be crucified with me?

Yea, the sturdy dreamer answered,
To the death, we follow thee.

Lord, we are able,
Owur Spirits are thine,
Remold and make us
Like thee divine.

Thy guiding radiance
Above us shall be,

A beacon to God

To love and loyalty.

Scripture References:
The word “able” is noted 159 times in the Bible, from Gen. 13:6 to Rev. 15:8.

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was to be interpreted, however seripture stated
wise men could not “but thou, (Daniel), are able, for the Spirit of God is in you.”
Daniel 4:18

“Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons,
worshipping him and desiring a cermm r.kmg from him.

And he said unto her, /"0 She saith unto him, Grant that these my
two sons may sit, the one on thy ﬂgﬁr &amf, and the arker on the Iqﬂ, in thy kmgdom.
But.fesusmmdandsmd, e ask, Are ye .

Tkey say unto kml, We are able. N
And He saith unto them, - </::
" Matthew 20:2023
“God hath made us able ministers of the new testament.” II Cor. 3:6
“...shall be able to teach others.” Il Timothy 2:2
“...hhe may be able by sound doctrine.” Titus 1:9

Note: When the 6 Seal was broken and the wrath of God was about to occur, the
guestion was: “Who shall be able to stand?” Rev. 6:17



Throughout the four gospels (NT), Jesus knew that each of us was capable of
“being able”. His invitation to ]
" validates this; however, he also knew of our sins and the influence we would
endure in this old world. He prayed to the Father to bring us the “Comforter.”
Remember what Jesus said in John 14:26,

Then in Acts 1:4, Jesus reminded His followers before He ascended into

Heaven,

The Promise of the Holy Ghost
Acts 2 tells us that 120 went up to the Upper Room to pray and wait upon the

Lord. The Holy Ghost appeared and the promise was given.

Prayer: Yes, Lord, we too are able, when we stand in your presence, search and ask
for guidance and direction, seeking wisdom from your word and giving you the
glory. We, too, are able to serve you in the spirit of faith and bring others glad
tidings.

Study Passages:
1. To choose- Joshua 24:15

2. To call- Jeremiah 29:10-14
3. To commit- Isaiah 6:1-11

“Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my path.” Ps 119:105

Choose to come and join us and grow in God’s Word! i
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